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Major changes to planning
responsibilities for the region
have been implemented, with
the West Midlands Regional
Assembly becoming the
Regional Planning Body (RPB).

The Assembly’s new role
coincided with the publication
of the Government’s Planning
Bill that now proposes that
Regional Planning Guidance
(RPG) should become the
Regional Spatial Strategy,
with statutory backing giving
more influence in relation to
local development plans.

Cllr Philip Davis, Chair of the
Assembly, welcomed the
new role. He said: “It is vital
that important planning
issues are discussed and
resolved at a regional level.
The Assembly has shown
that it is able to build strong
partnerships with all the
relevant regional stakeholders
and it is therefore well placed
to act as the Planning Body
for the West Midlands region.”

A draft of the Regional
Planning Guidance was
published in November 
2001 and, following a public
consultation in the summer 
of 2002, is currently awaiting
a response from the Office 
of Deputy Prime Minister. 
Once proposed changes are
published, the Guidance will
be open to consultation and
it is hoped that a collectively
developed regional response
can be agreed through 
the Assembly.

The Regional Planning
Guidance will sit alongside
the other regional strategies
including the update of the
West Midlands Regional
Economic Strategy (see story
below) and the Regional
Housing Strategy (RHS),
which are both currently
open for consultation. The
RHS was drafted in response
to the Government’s recent
Sustainable Communities
paper which proposes a new
single pot for public sector
housing investment in the

Regions, the spending of
which will be guided by a
newly established Regional
Housing Board.

The Regional Housing
Strategy has been developed
with a wide range of housing
organisations by the Regional
Housing Partnership, originally

established by the West
Midlands Local Government
Association, now working
with the Assembly and the
Regional Housing Board. The
Regional Housing Partnership
includes representatives from
all three bodies plus members

Planning for the future
from the Housing Corporation,
Advantage West Midlands,
Government Office West
Midlands private sector
house builders and 
English Partnerships.

The aim of the RHS is to
prioritise areas of housing
investment in the West

Midlands, advise Ministers 
on these priorities and to
allocate resources accordingly.
The Regional Housing
Strategy has been published
on the Assembly website at
www.wmra.gov.uk along with
a form for responses.

Issue 3. Summer 2003

The West Midlands Regional
Assembly will agree its
response to the update of the
region’s economic blueprint at
a special meeting on 24 July.
Advantage West Midlands, the
regional development agency,
is updating the West Midlands
Economic Strategy, setting out
objectives for the next six years.

A consultation document
entitled ‘Delivering Advantage’

has been produced, updating
the original strategy published
in 1999. The update identifies
the major issues the region
must tackle to continue its
economic development and
become a major European
and International player.

Nick Paul, Chairman of
Advantage West Midlands,
said: “The real focus for 
this update is on delivery - 

by focusing effort and
resources on key priorities
we can together make 
a difference.”

The update document will be
open for consultation until the
end of July. Copies are
available from Advantage
West Midlands by contacting
0121 380 3500 or they can
be downloaded from
www.advantagewm.co.uk

The views of Assembly
members and partner
organisations will be
discussed at the meeting 
in July.The Assembly will 
also be helping to support
Advantage West Midlands’
Regeneration Centre
of Excellence launch
conference, which will 
be take place on 3 July.

Economic Strategy set for update

My Region

Capital of Culture
There was, naturally, 
a huge collective sigh of
disappointment when the
region’s bid to be named
Capital of Culture did 
not succeed.

The first thing to say is well
done to Liverpool, and we
will be fully supportive of
them in their efforts
between now and 2008.

In the West Midlands, we
press on, and the initial
disappointment quickly

turned into a gritty
determination to progress
elements of the “be in
Birmingham” bid.

The region will now carefully
analyse and reflect how we
are going to develop and
build on the tremendous
work which has already
been done.

Assembly chair Cllr Phil
Davis said: “The bid
generated excitement and
involvement across the

The city of Coventry

I am currently the co-ordinator
for ‘Birmingham Future,’ the
leading organisation which
represents 25 to 35-year-old
employees within the
professional sector. One of
the benefits of being involved
is that I receive regular
updates on the proposals
and changes which are
taking place within the city. 

“Birmingham - we’ve got
Jasper Carrott and HP
Sauce, curry and concrete,
the iron man and heavy

metal, everything that
makes life worth living!”
That was one person’s 
view of Birmingham, and
who am I to disagree that
these things are crucial to
the secret of city’s appeal.
However, as a professional
in Birmingham, I can say
hand on heart that this is 
an excellent place in which
to live and work.

I am unapologetically proud
of this city and its people,
and not just because it has
a clock on a roundabout! 
In the face of continuous
ridicule from media and the
rest of the country, we have
remained proud and
extremely passionate of our
city and the West Midlands
region. Our open-mindedness
and forward thinking nature
has allowed us to seize the
opportunities offered by the
current period of change.
Entrepreneurs flourish here

and we have a climate
which thrives on new ideas.
Our multi-cultural, multi-
racial and multi-national
base welcomes individualism
and change. I’d like us to
realise the importance of
great architecture and go
wholeheartedly into
welcoming new innovative
and challenging designs.

Birmingham is proud 
to be part of the West
Midlands region. All of the
characteristics of the West
Midlands can be found
within Birmingham; for
example, its friendly people,
community spirit, cultural
diversity and business
success. As a young
professional I look to
Birmingham and the West
Midlands region  for
inspiration and it is never
very far away.
www.birminghamfuture.co.uk

My Region
By Naomi Jones-Owen, Birmingham Future

region - we know we are
already a “capital of culture”
and at the heart of this bid
were the region’s strengths
- diversity, a massive skills
base, a willingness to pull
together and a demonstration
of our hopes and aspirations
for the future.

“It is now vital that most of
what was proposed in the
bid still goes ahead, and
that we continue to be the
definition of a multi-cultural

You 
Speak

Out
The West Midlands Regional
Assembly is here to address
the needs of everyone in the
region. Speaking Out will
keep you up to date on the
work of the Assembly, policies
and strategies that are being
developed and important
news from across the region.

But we also want to know
your views on the West
Midlands. What do you like
about the region? What would
you like to see changed?

This section of Speaking Out
will be a chance for you to
speak out, so let us know
your views either by emailing
us at info@wmra.gov.uk, 
by visiting our website at
www.wmra.gov.uk or by
writing to us at Speaking Out,
West Midlands Regional
Assembly, Lombard House, 
145 Great Charles Street,
Birmingham B3 3LS.

society and to be proud 
of what we are.

“Those responsible for 
the proposals within the 
bid will ensure they are still
delivered - the Assembly,
which backed the regional
bid all the way down the
line, is firmly behind each
and everyone of them.”



A message
from the Chair
The West Midlands is an

incredibly diverse place, 

but it is our ability to weave

together all these different

influences and views to

create strong, powerful

partnerships that gives us

such potential as a UK 

and European region.

In this new look edition of

Speaking Out we look at 

in detail some of the

partnership work currently

taking place in the region

and beyond.

We investigate the role

Europe will play in the future

of the West Midlands and in

particular how the European

Strategic Framework will

help make us a world class

region. We also examine the

vital work of the West

Midlands in Europe office in

Brussels, an organisation

that pulls together over 90

regional partners to raise

the region’s profile in the EU

and across the continent.

Closer to home, the

Assembly’s Social Inclusion

Partnership explains how it

aims to improve the quality

of life for people in the West

Midlands. Once again, this

means creating a network of

The Future of the Region is the theme for this year’s
West Midlands Regional Assembly Conference, to
be held on the morning of Thursday 17th July at 
the Centennial Centre, Edgbaston, Birmingham.

Themes will cover the economy and Europe, 
with a keynote speech from Professor Robert M

Worcester, chairman of MORI. Other presentations
are to be announced.

www.wmra.gov.uk

The Assembly’s Strategic Review of Advantage 
West Midlands has given its backing to the regional

development agency’s strategy for boosting the region’s
economy. The report did make a number of

recommendations, including greater integration between
key strategies and better engagement of businesses and

stakeholder groups. The full report can be 
found on the Assembly’s website. 

www.wmra.gov.uk

Consultation for the Government’s Devolution 
White Paper, Your Region, Your Choice, was

extended to May 16th following an amendment. The
amendment allows people in two-tier local authority
areas to vote on their preferred form of unitary body
if there was a referendum on a fully elected regional
assembly. Press reports say that the North East and
Yorkshire & Humberside could be the first regions to

hold referendums.

www.regions.odpm.gov.uk

The West Midlands Regional Assembly is joining
with the West Midlands Local Government

Association and a host of other local authorities
and regional organisations for a joint stand at the 
LGA Annual Conference in Harrogate from 1st to

4th July. The eye-catching stand will feature iconic
images from across the region, as well as a

communications centre. One of the prestigious
‘Making Connections’ presentations will be given 

by the Assembly on the Regional Concordat.
Details of the conference can be found on the

WMLGA’s site.

www.wmlga.gov.uk

SPEAKING OUT
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Profile

1. What is your 
job and what does 
it involve?
Chief Executive Officer,
West Midlands 
Co-operative Society
Limited. It’s a business
with a £175m annual
turnover, employing
2,000 people, covering
food, travel, pharmacies,
funeral services and 
care homes.

2. Why did you 
take up the position
of vice chair at 
the Assembly?
I have served on the
Assembly almost from
the start. It is clear 
there is now a sense of
purpose about it and a
determination to make a
difference for the people
of the West Midlands. It
was therefore a privilege
to be asked to be the
vice chair representing
the business sector and
thereby be able to make
a positive contribution.

Ben Reid is the newest Assembly vice
chair, representing the business sector.
Speaking Out caught up with him to
find out why he took up the role and
what challenges lie ahead.

3. What do you 
think is the role 
of the Assembly 
in the region?
To engage all sectors in
the process of creating a
revitalised West Midlands.

4. What are the big
issues facing the 
West Midlands?
The big challenge is 
to build an economy 
to secure prosperity 
for us all in the region. 
The major challenges are:

Skills – We must invest in
our workforce so that we
can take advantage of
the opportunities that will
present themselves in the
developing industries. 

Transport – Business
cannot thrive without 
an adequate 
transport network. 

Environment – There is
no point in attracting new
business and improving
the transport system if
the environment in which
we live does not reflect
our wish to be a 
world-class region.

partners and working closely

with organisations through-

out the region to develop

policies and strategies that

bring benefits to everybody

in the West Midlands.

Partnership working is vital

to the West Midlands and

is at the heart of the

Assembly’s work in

promoting the region. 

That partnership also

includes you. This

publication will keep you 

up to date on what we are

doing and the regional

strategies being developed. 

But we also want to know

what you think about the

Assembly and what you

want for the West Midlands.

Our new ‘You Speak Out’

feature is on the back page

and I look forward to

hearing your views soon.

Regards

Cllr Philip Davis

By Philip Davis, 
Chair of the West Midlands Regional Assembly.

5. How will the
business sector play 
a part in tackling 
these issues?
A thriving business sector
generating wealth will
allow us to improve the
quality of life for us all.
Therefore business must
play a full part in shaping
the agenda for the region
so it reflects their
concerns and challenges.

6. How does 
business in the West
Midlands become
more successful?
By recognising that the
challenge is to focus on
developing in areas
where we can add value.
This means concentrating
on sectors where
innovation and technology
can make the difference.

7. What is the 
West Midlands 
best quality?
Resilience and a capacity
to adapt to change.

8. Sell the region to 
a business visitor in 
one sentence?
A first class region to 
do business, with 
the management and
workforce committed 
to success.

9. Name a great
business figure?
John Harvey Jones
because he adopts a
broad based pragmatic
approach to business. 
I remember being
addicted to his TV
programmes which
showed his capacity 
to analyse business
problems and 
propose solutions.

10. What’s the best
piece of business
advice you have 
been given?
Never believe your 
own publicity.

In briefIn brief
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In-Depth

The West Midlands is building
a strong reputation in the UK
as an exciting and successful
region, brushing off a
generation of being labelled 
a grimy industrial centre.
The region’s reinvigorated
business community,
cosmopolitan cities, wonderful
countryside and fantastic
cultural heritage is attracting
investors and visitors from all
over the country.

But for the region to sustain
this development and grow
even further, we must look

further afield to overseas
markets. The West Midlands
needs to be able to compete
with regions across Europe
and around the world.

Building a stronger
relationship and a greater
presence in Europe is vital for
the West Midlands. That is
why earlier this year the region
welcomed Commissioner

Michel Barnier to the region,
the man in charge of
Regional Policy and
Institutional Reform at the
European Commission. 

Commissioner Barnier
launched the West Midlands
European Strategic
Framework, a document
produced by the West
Midlands Regional Assembly
and drawn up by Advantage
West Midlands, which sets
out a five year plan for
making the region a more
powerful presence in Europe.

But why is Europe so
important to the West
Midlands? Firstly Europe 
is a huge marketplace in
which West Midlands firms
can do business, selling
products and services and
forging relations with
companies on the continent.
The European Union will
soon be getting bigger with

the entry of countries from
Eastern Europe, which
provides even more
commercial opportunities. 
To do this we need to
understand the market and
business practices better,
and deal with potential
barriers such as language
and currency.

The region also wants to
attract business investment
from Europe, encouraging
companies to set up
factories and offices in the
West Midlands rather than
anywhere else in the UK. 

To do this we need to
highlight the improving
transport links, innovative
business approach and
excellent workforce, along
with other benefits such as a
good quality of life.

The quality of life and rich
culture will also attract more
visitors from Europe, whether
they are tourists, business
travellers, students or even
people planning to relocate
to the West Midlands. These
are elements the region
needs to promote as it raises
its profile in Europe.

As the UK is also a part of
the European Union, the
policies and laws that are
formulated in places like
Brussels will have an impact
on the West Midlands.
Through the Assembly’s
European and International
Policy Partnership,
organisations such as West

Midlands in Europe (see
separate article) and our
MEPs, the region makes
sure that its voice 
is heard and our needs 
are taken into account 
when European policies 
are developed.

The West Midlands has also
benefited from more than £740
million in European cash since
1994 to redevelop some of the
region’s most needy areas, as
well as supporting innovative
projects such as Coventry’s
Tower Court and Millennium
Point in Birmingham.

The West Midlands European
Strategic Framework is a
blueprint for how the region
must work with Europe over the
next five years and sets our
priorities. Key to these priorities
is creating a new proactive role
for the West Midlands in the
European community. 

At the launch of the 
Strategy at the Rotunda 
in Birmingham, Cllr Colin
Beardwood, Chair of the
West Midlands Regional
Assembly’s European 
and International Policy
Partnership, explained 
the importance of Europe.

He said: 

“Europe offers many
opportunities to help deliver
our agreed regional
economic and regeneration
priorities. We are determined
that business and other
sectors access these
opportunities so that we 

can achieve our vision 
of becoming a Premier
European Region.”

Cllr Beardwood’s view was
supported by Commissioner
Barnier, who said: 

“The West Midlands, 
one of the greatest
successes of the industrial
era, is redefining its role in
the modern world economy.
The European Strategic
Framework will reinforce 
its reputation for innovation
and guarantee its future as 
an important part of the
European economy.” 

Our relationship with Europe
is important and it also 
offers exciting opportunities.
By building a high profile
presence in Brussels and
across Europe, the West
Midlands will ultimately bring
even greater benefits home
to the people that live and
work in this region. 

For more information visit our
website at www.wmra.gov.uk

Why is Europe important 
to the West Midlands?

Launched in 2000, West
Midlands in Europe is a
cross-sector partnership
based in Brussels
representing over 90 groups
from across the region.
These groups include the
Assembly, West Midlands
Local Government
Association and Advantage
West Midlands. In addition
all the region’s universities
and Chambers of
Commerce are represented
along with groups from
business, further education,
cultural and voluntary
sectors. Each partner has a
place on the User Panel
and the organisation’s
activities are overseen by a
Management Board made
up of 13 decision makers
drawn from the partners.

West Midlands in Europe
has four core objectives:

1. Regional representation Ð
developing a powerful
voice in Europe

West Midlands in Europe
liaises regularly in Brussels
with the region’s elected
representatives from the
European Parliament and
Committee of the Regions,
as well as with other key
officials from EU institutions
and organisations from
across Europe. Recently the
Brussels office worked with
West Midlands MEP Simon
Murphy to organise an
important briefing meeting
between the Black County

Chamber and Erkki
Liikanen, the European
Commissioner for
Enterprise and 
Information Society. 

2. Providing information
and intelligence

A large part of the work of
West Midlands in Europe is
to provide briefings on EU
policy and proposals that
will affect the region. This
information is designed to
help partners decide how
best to respond to EU
proposals, identifying key
contacts and procedures.
Much of this information 
is published by the West
Midlands in Europe on 
its website or in
publications such as 
the Weekly Newsletter.

West Midlands in Europe
also aims to raise awareness
of Europe in the region and
the benefits that it provides,
such as EU funding.

3. Marketing the region

West Midlands in Europe
works closely with its
partners to raise the region’s
profile to the rest of Europe
and beyond, promoting the
West Midlands as a premier
region in which to invest,
work, live, study and visit.
Working with the British
Embassy, commercial links
are constantly being
developed across Europe to
benefit businesses in the
West Midlands. 

In the heart 

Cllr Sir Albert Bore, Leader of Birmingham City Council; Cllr Philip
Davis, Chair of the Assembly; Cmr Michel Barnier and Cllr Colin
Beardwood, Chair of European and International Policy Partnership
launch the European Strategic Framework in Birmingham.

European Parliament, Brussels

of Europe

4. Networking and
exchange with other regions

Over 200 other European
regions are represented in
Brussels, including many
about to join the EU, and
West Midlands in Europe
works to build relationships
and promote the West
Midlands to these regions.  

By working with other
regions, organisations in the
West Midlands can share
their experiences and
expertise, learn from others,
develop joint projects, shape
policy making and obtain EU
funding for projects on
subjects ranging from
agriculture to youth. 

Europe will play an integral
part in the future of the
region and West Midlands
in Europe will help ensure
that we have a say in how
the EU develops and
benefits our region. For
more information on its
activities, structures and
useful contacts visit the
website at
www.westmidlandsineurope.org
or contact 
Susanne Connolly on
info@westmidlandsineurope.org
or by post to 75 avenue 
de Cortenbergh, 1000
Brussels, Belgium.

Brussels Grand Place


